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and a striving after wind. Again, I saw vanity under the sun: one 
person who has no other, either son or brother, yet there is no 
end to all his toil, and his eyes are never satisfied with riches, so 
that he never asks, “For whom am I toiling and depriving myself 
of pleasure?” This also is vanity and an unhappy business. 

The Ecclesiastes writer in this passage first provides a spectrum 
that all workers fall on.  On one end of the range is the sluggard 
who starves because he chooses to not work at all, and at the oth-
er end is the man who has too much on his plate, which leads to 
constant stress, late nights, and interrupted weekends.  The wise 
writer lets the readers know which is best.  “Better is a handful of 
quietness than two hands full of toil.”  The man with one handful 
of toil might not be as “successful” or financially wealthy as the 
one with two hands full, but that is the point.  One can choose to 
strive after more success and riches but at the expense of the bet-
ter things in life. 

The writer then provides wisdom that gets right to the heart of the 
Scrooge story.  “One person who has no one . . . yet there is no 
end to all his toil.”  Throughout Scrooge’s life, he chose academ-
ia and business over meaningful relationships.  In school growing 
up, he would always stick to himself and study, while his peers 
were getting together.  He neglected his familial relationships, 
because he had no time outside of work.  It was never the right 
time to marry, because his business “required” his attention and 
funds. So the one woman who saw the good in Scrooge left 
him.  At none of these junctures in his life did he stop and ask, 
“for whom am I toiling and depriving myself of pleasure?”  In-
stead he remained laser focused on striving after the wind. 

Luckily for Scrooge, he had help in seeing the error of his ways, 
which led to better choices that would allow joy into his 
life.  What about us?  Where are we on the spectrum?  For whom 
and why do we toil?  Is the amount of work we subject ourselves 
to getting in the way of more important aspects of life like spend-
ing time with God, family, and friends?  If yes, then we too are in 
a sad state and need to take charge of our lives.  This might mean 
smaller houses, fewer cars, and older clothes, but it will be more 
than worth it because “better is a handful of quietness than two 
hands full of toil.” — Travis  Starling 
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Pray for . . . 

 ▪Mary Cleveland, Peggy Woodall, Dawn Nations, Dorie White, 

Mildred and Dwayne Walls, David Pratte, and Titus Davenport.   

 ▪Remember Harley, Troy, and Terry Lowe.     

 ▪Lisette Castro’s mother.                                    

 ▪Ty Johnson’s parents.                ▪Chuck Nations’ father. 

 ▪Amanda Cunningham.            

 ▪Noel’s father, Noel’s back. 

Genuine faith is assuring, insuring, and enduring. 

The business of the church is to get rid of evil, not to supervise it. 

Faultfinding is as easy as it is dangerous. 

The easiest thing to find is fault.   



The Subject Of Death 

  The subject of death is an unpleasant topic for most of us, yet 
we must seriously ponder about it!   

How many times do you go to bed, and think about dying. You 
know a person could die at any time, you never know when a 
person might die.  Indeed death is an important topic for every 
man to consider.  In Hebrews 9:27 we read, "And as it is appoint-
ed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment."    

Death relates to everyone of us.  Going to the house of mourning 
forces us to think on the subject of death.  In Ecclesiastes 7:2-
3,  "It is better to go to the house of mourning, than to go to the 
house of feasting: for that is the end of all men; and the living 
will lay it to his heart.  Sorrow is better than laughter: for by the 
sadness of the countenance the heart is made better."  But Jesus 
can free us from the fear and terror of death, with the hope of the 
gospel.   

In Hebrews 2:14-15, "Forasmuch then as the children are partakers 
of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; 
that through death he might destroy him that had the power of 
death, that is, the devil; And deliver them who through fear of death 
were all their lifetime subject to bondage."   Jesus brings life and 
immorality to light by the gospel.  "But is now made manifest by 
the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, 
and hath brought life and immorality to light through the gospel"  
2 Tim.1:10. 

When death weighs heavy upon our minds, and sin burdens our 
heart, we can look to the Lord.  Putting our faith in the power of 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  He rescues us from sin, and can fill our 
hearts with optimism and hope.   

Do you have hope in Christ?  Are you afraid of death and dy-
ing?  Turn to the Lord while you have the chance to obey the 
gospel. —Dan McKibben 

Adorning The Doctrine 
     In Titus 2:9-10, the apostle Paul wrote:  “Exhort servants to 
be obedient unto their own masters, and to please them well in 
all things; not answering again; not purloining, but shewing all 
good fidelity; that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior 

in all things.”  That last phrase, “adorn the doctrine of God our 
Savior,” is especially expressive.  One other translation renders 
it: “make the teaching about God our Savior attractive.” 

     The original Greek word used here is KOSMEO, from which 
we derive our English word cosmetic.  It is defined in Thayer’s 
Lexicon as: 

1.  to put in order, to arrange, to make ready, to prepare 
2. to ornament, to adorn 
3.  metaphorically, to embellish with honor, to gain honor 

     This is the same word used by the apostle John in Revelation 
21:2 when he describes the holy city, new Jerusalem as “coming 
down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for 
her husband.”  Do you get the picture?  When a young lady pre-
pares for her wedding day, she is concerned, more than at any 
other time in her life, with making herself as beautiful, as attrac-
tive, as winsome as she possibly can. 

     That is the way we, as Christians, should strive to live our 
lives  –  in such a way as to make the teaching about our Lord 
beautiful to all who observe us. 

     How about you?  Does your conduct, speech, and treatment of 
others cause them to be repelled from hearing the gospel? Or are 
you making the teaching about Jesus attractive?  —Leonard White   

Two Hands Full Of Toil 
In the beginning of Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol, 
Ebenezer Scrooge proved to be in a very sad state, though unbe-
knownst to him.  Scrooge, who was a money lender, was a hard 
worker evidenced by the amount of hours at the office and a 
shrewd businessman, who often times lacked compassion in his 
dealings with his customers.  Because of his hard work and 
shrewd ways, he was very successful and wealthy.  One might 
ask, “Why would anyone describe a successful and wealthy busi-
nessman as being in a sad state?”  Scrooge would arrive home 
late most nights to a dark, cold, and empty house, have dinner 
alone, and go to sleep alone. 

Ecclesiastes 4:5-8 “The fool folds his hands and eats his own 
flesh. Better is a handful of quietness than two hands full of toil 
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